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Breaking News: Senate Bill 79 Moves Through Testignblarch 31, 2009

- 1. April is National Autism Awareness Month pdilights Need for Information, Understanding
- 2. Wrapping Up MRDD Awareness Month -- Actiesi Across Ohio — A Final Sampling

- 3. Community Services Annual Report for 2008yM\Dnline

Reminder: Solidarity 2009 Celebrates 10th Anniversapril 14 -16

Senate Bill 79 moves through testimony March 31,20 09
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Yesterday’s testimony on this bill incuded the daling comments from Senator Stewart:

“SB 79 is simple; it would change the name of thec@Department of Mental Retardation and
Developmental Disabilities (MRDD) and the Countyads of MRDD, to simply, the Ohio
Department of Developmental Disabilities, and the™County Board of Developmental
Disabilities.

Several months ago, | attended a meeting at then&t&ounty Board of Developmental
Disabilities where | was asked to sponsor legistathat would remove the term ‘retardation’
from the Ohio Department of MRDD. After listeningtumerous constituents explain why the
term was offensive to them, | agreed. ‘Retardatismn antique term, and Ohio is one of only
six states that continue to use it in the offitid of a state department. | hope we can allagre
that we must do our part to remove this degradengy from an agency funded by the people of

the State of Ohio.”

MRDD Awareness Month Ends, Autism Awareness Month B egins
Look for more news and information at www.mrdd.ohio.gov throughout April.
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As MRDD Awareness Month ends, the nation turratiéntion to one
developmental disability that has seen a rapidéase in diagnosis - Autism
Spectrum Disorder. April is National Autism Awarss®lonth, and April 2 is
World Autism Awareness Day.
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In 2000, the Center for Disease Control's Autismh Bevelopmental Disabilities Monitoring
Network indicated 6.7 per 1,000 children who werg8rs old had been diagnosed with an
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). In 2007, the prewale of children diagnosed increased
dramatically -- to 1 in 150 -- according to monitgy network data.

As the numbers of children being diagnosed incieasducators and service providers are
challenged to find the best way to meet the unitgeds of individuals with ASD, which can
vary greatly. While children with autism typicalliysplay issues with social interaction,
communication, and repetitive behaviors, theirlskihd abilities differ widely from individual
to individual.

% * = I+ ,--.

) % < %< >



9 %*

Many promising activities are currently underwaydhio to respond to the growth in the
incidence of autism. Through a pilot project fuddsy the Ohio Department of Health and
conducted by the Ohio Chapter of the American Aoadef Pediatrics, physicians in five
targeted counties across the state are receiaigrig to recognize the early signs of autism.
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This training is being conducted in Belmont, Warr€ayahoga, Franklin, and Wood counties,
and is paving the way for the state to move tovedaddards that can help guide physicians to
conduct routine developmental screenings at 9/id24 months old. The screenings are
focused on detecting autism at the earliest agsilpes This project also is exploring ways to
link the medical community with child-serving ages; so that families can be referred to
services and supports as quickly as possible.

Nearly 500 Ohio physicians and pediatricians, regméng 26 practices, already have been
trained via this project, and are reporting sucaesarly detection efforts.
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Ohio families with children who have ASD look formdeto the progress of this pilot project, and
are hopeful that it will reveal important findingbout how Ohio might best identify children
affected by ASD early in their development, to ergtie best outcome for every child.
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Also looking for the best outcome for every chédhool districts throughout Ohio are well
aware of the need to stay in tune with the needsuafents with ASD, and yet, according to one
educator, Phil Satterfield, Ross-Pike Educatiora/i8e Center superintendent, “There are so
many different models (of intervention) that no eeally knows what is best.”

According to Satterfield, “Currently, most arealdren diagnosed with autism are mainstreamed
in the typical classroom, unless they have addifidisabilities and their parents choose to send
them to our Pioneer School (operated by Pike CoBogrd of MRDD).” In response to a
growing need, next year Pike County MRDD will pitbe first autism unit in the area.

And, in Licking County, the local Board of MRDD hapted to bring to their community the
creative “P.L.A.Y.” Project (Play and Language Aartistic Youth), which has helped to address
the needs of very young children on the autismtspec The P.L.A.Y. Project, created by Dr.
Richard Solomon, Medical Director at Ann Arbor Garfor Developmental and Behavioral
Pediatrics, is based on a specific model of chidetbpment, known as the Greenspan model.

This model of intervention is play- and relationsbiased, and is giving parents the tools to
connect positively with their child and learn stigies to facilitate their child’s development.
Once the P.L.A.Y. intervention methods are seeaction, it is clear that both family members
andthe child involved benefit from closer connectidsa®ach other, and unique interactions that
may not otherwise have the opportunity to occur.
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Whatever the approach, schools and specializedgmethroughout Ohio are working hard to
meet the needs of children with autigbhio is fortunate to have the resources of the Ohio
Center for Autism and Low Incidence (OCALI) to sissthis center, created in response to the
2003 Ohio Autism Task Forececommendations, is a resource offering paredts;ators, and
service providers a wealth of information and tiragnopportunities.
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Developed by Ohio parents of individuals with ASBis manual is filled with practical
information to guide families in search of intertiens, resources, and services. Looking for
training resources? OCALI’'s Autism Internet Mod(#dM) series soon will include online
training modules in such areas as characteristiagnosis; interventions and supports;
transition; and, employment. These user-friendlynentraining modules are available at no cost.

OCALI Transition to Adulthood Guidelines also ara#able on this website. The guidelines
provide information, resources, and tools to agsistcators, individuals with ASD, parents, and
adult service providers who may be planning foalogady navigating post-school life.
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Although there is no ‘one-size-fits-all’ approa@hio schools are working to meet the needs of
children with autism. For example, Chillicothe C&ghools has sent its school psychologists to a
three-day training by the Autism Society to leararenabout managing behaviors in the
classroom, according to Debbie Swinehart, Chilhe& director of special services. After the
training, the psychologists provided informationritervention specialists and aides for children
in the district identified with autism.*

Chillicothe City Schools personnel, including bunlgl administrators, classroom teachers, and
intervention specialists — as well as a child'sifam work together to develop an Individual
Education Plan, which also may include a behavian.gSometimes, individuals with autism can
exhibit behaviors that might interfere with leampior might become harmful to themselves or
others. It is important to have a cohesive and isterst effort in place to improve opportunities
for success for students with ASD.
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In the same vein, and to assure that all indivisluadjuiring behavior interventions are treated
with the utmost respect and care, the ODMRDD hgdemented a Positive Culture Initiative
Pipeline Volume 3 Issue 3,In doing so, this initiative is providing guidanand training to promote
aversive—free approaches to behavior supportsvithdils with ASD who need behavioral
interventions are among the population for whora #pproach may be especially helpful.
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The spotlight on autism as a result of increaseience provides an environment for Ohio to
continue its leadership role in considering howeove families facing the need for a lifetime of
supports for their children with ASD. Ohio’s Intgemcy Work Group on Autism (IWGA) is
working diligently to serve the needs of these faasi State agency partners are opening broader
lines of communication to better coordinate efforégyencies have collaborated and identified
concrete objectives in a work plan, and individwaig family members across Ohio have

offered feedback on IWGA activities, shaping thediion of system improvements.

According to Jody Fisher, ODMRDD’s lead persontfe Work Group,
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The group’s work plan can be viewedatp://odmrdd.state.oh.us/topics/iagautism.htm
Updates will be posted at this site during Apriytssm Awareness Month, and in the future.
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The National Institutes of Health (NIH), one of tverld’s foremost medical research centers,
and operated by the U.S. Dept. of Health and HuB®mices, is accepting applications for $60
million in research funds to study autism. Authedzy the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA), the funding will be spemt research focused on identifyinguses
of and treatments faautism.

According to recent research, the cost of AutisracBpim Disorder (ASD) to affected people,
families, and society is enormous. A majority otiisi with ASD struggle with ongoing and
mostly unmet needs for employment, housing, sesyiaed supports. In addition, families who
have a child with autism typically lose income, gibl/ as a result of one parent leaving the
workforce in order to care for and meet the spdwalth and educational needs of the child.
Although research on ASD has expanded over thedeaside, there remains an urgent need for
continuing research support.

Grants will be allotted to projects that meet tbalg stated in the national Interagency Autism
Coordinating Committee’s (IACC) Strategic Plan fartism Spectrum Disorder Research,
which was released in January 2009, and is availabittp://iacc.hhs.gov/reports/2009/iacc-
strategic-plan-for-autism-spectrum-disorder-redegan26.shtml

* Pipeline acknowledges the article title€ths diagnosed autism increases, schools struggladet
students' needs Chillicothe Gazette © 03/29/2009
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As in the past two issues Bipeline (Pipeline Volume 3 Issue 5,andPipeline Volume 3 Issue 6) We
share a sampling of the many activities and evegltbrating MRDD Awareness Month across
Ohio. Wrapping up March, it is especially importémnote the many unique and exciting

awareness opportunities lead by and participatéy iself-advocates, and we wholeheartedly
applaud their efforts.
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What: Jefferson County Herald Staviarch 24, 2009

Where: Jefferson County

Briefly: Article supporting MRDD Awareness Monthléfferson County has always been good
to the county's mental retardation and developnheigabilities program, whether it be through
levy renewals or the volunteers who help with paogs, such as the annual Special Olympics.
But the best support is to be a friend to a pevegitim mental retardation. Stop and say "Hi" to the
person with a developmental disability workinglet tocal store.

Remember, they are just like you.

For more information: Contact Jefferson County Board of MRDD at (740}-Z8.76.

What: TheClermont County Community Pre$®bruary 24, 2009, previewing MRDD
Awareness Month.

Where: Clermont County

Briefly: Article supporting MRDD Awareness Monthiust like you and meeople who have
developmental disabilities enjoy working in the eoonity, spending time with friends at social
gatherings, earning a paycheck, and going to chudust like you and meeople who have
developmental disabilities enjoy independence hrddve of familyJust like you and me

people with disabilities are appreciative of thewtedge that we live in a great country, and that
freedom is a precious gifiust like you and me@eople with disabilities are important spokes in
the wheel that keep our county moving in a positivection.”

For more information: Contact Lisa Davis, Director of Community Relagp&lermont
County Board of MRDD (513) 732-7000. Visit their bgite atvww.ccmrdd.org
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What: Billboards

Where: Belmont County

Briefly: Throughout March we’ve spotlighted various biliibds across the state, utilizing the
2009 MRDD Awareness Month themzst Like You They are designed by local County
Boards in collaboration with outdoor advertisingagies, and sometimes in partnership with
businesses and organizations that offered finasaggport for the advertising. Here is one more:



For more information: Contact Belmont County DD, (740) 695-0233. AskPamela McCort.
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What: Just Like Yowideo

Where: Medina County

Briefly: Several counties have produced videos on thesubfj employing people with
disabilities, and related subjects. An excelledmeple is Medina County Board of MRDD’s
“Just Like You”video, inspired by their participants. When askédt messsage they wanted to
send the community during MRDD Awareness Monthy tbed they wanted local business to
know what their abilities were, and that they wani@work. | think their point comes across
well in this video that was produced with theirghét’'s short, it's to the point, and the music is
great! Go tohttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HXWjrAlYnKo

For more information: Contact Lynee Bixler at 330-725-7751, ext. 289.
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What: Celebrity Omelet and Pancake Dinner

Where: Knox County

Briefly: New Hope Early Education Center Gym was the dithis event on March 19 and
involved dozens of local celebrity cooks, includibgte Representative Margaret Ann Ruhl, and
County Commissioner Allen Stockberger. From 5p-rid. the community was invited to stop in
and have an omelet and more, made to order. Tlregus (donations) benefited Special
Olympics and other local programs. Many Knox Cgwdmmunity leaders turned out to
participate and local sponsors were actively réeduand involved.

For More Info: Contact Andrea Perry McKagperry@knoxmrdd.com
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What: “Just Like You”Recognition Ceremony

Where: Franklin County

Briefly: During MRDD Awareness Month, UCP of Central Oloaudsed on highlighting
participants’ skills, abilities, and favorite thsxgA“Just Like You”recognition ceremony took
place March 24, beginning with Adult Day Managemiayn Bright reading a poem he wrote to
honor people with disabilities. TitletJust Like You,” an excerpt from the poem reads,
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At the recognition ceremony each participant wasoned individually in a slide show and
received a UCP backpack along with a certificaiges®s at the ceremony included members of
the Board of Directors, as well as UCP’s particisaand staff.

For More Info: Visit www.ucpofcentralohio.orgr contact Gina Ginn at 614-279-0109.
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The ODMRDD Division of Community Services has coatptl its Annual Report for 2008,
which includes information on the Division’s furmtial groups:

Developmental Centers

Facilities Development

Office of Provider Standards and Review (OPSR)

Office of Quality Management, Planning and Analy{§$/PA)
Systems Innovation and Technical Assistance (SITA)

Michael Rench, Deputy Director for Community Seedcnotes that the report is a
comprehensive document, reflecting a great dedat#-driven information.
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He continues, “I am indebted to the hard work @ @ommunity Services staff in putting this
document together each year, and especially thanki€ Wodicka on our Special
Investigations team, for her diligence in pullinbthese elements together again this year.”

The Community Services Annual Report for 2008 Wélposted avww.mrdd.ohio.govhis
week, and will be accessible from the center seaifdhe homepage by clicking on
“Community Services Annual Report for 2008”.
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Aldridge comments, “SITA has completed the proadsshanging from a Regional Consultant
service model for technical assistance, and is eyngd other strategies for assisting the field,
and in particular, County Boards of MRDD. Due teaaiety of factors, including budget
constraints, we needed to find ways to encouragstakeholders to work with us in different
ways to get the job done. We are committed to ldgugg new strategies for providing needed
technical assistance.”

Coming Soon!
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Solidarity 2009 to Celebrate 10th Anniversary, April 14-16

Solidarity 2009 billed as, ‘Ohio’s leading conference by andgeople with disabilities’ returns to the
Hyatt Regency Hotel, Columbus, April 14 -16, 200Be tenth anniversary celebration will continue
Solidarity’s tradition of bringing information taepple with disabilities so that they, their frieradsl
families, may be more aware of -- and better adwsctor -- issues important to the disability
community. Solidarity 2009 also will include lelgigve training, and more than 30 practical worksho

Solidarity '09 sponsors include the ODMRDD, the @Rehabilitation Services Commission, Ohio
Developmental Disabilities Council, Buckeye Chaptethe Paralyzed Veterans of America, Invacare,
Ohio Legal Rights Service, and others. Registnatiaterials are available atvw.dnos.orgor, call 1-
866-966-2028, the toll-free number for the confemen
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ODMRDD’s toll-free hotline number to report abusegtect and other MUI's i$-866-313-MRDD
(6733). Please note that MUIs are to be reported todtal ICounty Board of MRDD, however, it is
understood that there may be times an individtaff member, or family member may feel it is a diotf
-- or that, potentially, a County Board may be iwead in the allegation. In those instances inipdortant
to remember that the hotline number exists, anad e used for reporting concerns in these sitoatio

Questions? CommentsPipelineis an electronic publication of the Ohio DepartingiMental
Retardation and Developmental Disabilities (ODMRD@¥tributed approximately twice monthly to



update and inform readers of time-sensitive, releirdormation affecting MRDD stakeholders. Please
share your questions or comments with us aBqealineatfeedback@odmrdd.state.oh,usr contact
Sherry Steinman @herry.steinman@dmr.state.oh,yshone (614) 644-0262.

ODMRDD values subscriber confidentiality and doesintentionally share subscriber addresses with
others. However, in the event of a public recomtsuest, the ODMRDD will comply with all applicable
Public Records LawsTo subscribe toPipeline send an email tgoin-pipeline@odmrdd.state.oh.asd
write SUBSCRIBE in the subject lin€o discontinue your subscription toPipeline (‘opt off’) write
UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line. You also may ressties oPipelineat
http://mrdd.ohio.gov/pipeline/odmrdd.htm
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