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. Governor Strickland Signs HB1, The Bienfatiget Bill

. Gearing Up for the ODMRDD Name Change

. People First of Ohid-ires Up Family Advisory Council

Huron County: Christie Lane Industries Lawes Pilot Program with Local Glass Company
Medicaid In Schools Program through the Btepent of Education

. Mark Your Calendar for the 2009 Ohio SIBSfapence
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Ohio’s 2010-2011 Biennial Budget Bill, HB1, wasrsggl by Governor Ted Strickland on July
17, 2009. The $50.5 billion, two-year state opagabudget passed the Ohio House by a vote of
54-44. The Senate passed the budget by a 20-11TMweebill isposted online in its completed form

In his budget message of July 17, Governor Strnuklstated, “In the face of unprecedented
economic challenges, we were able to come togé&theaiss a balanced budget that invests in
education without raising taxes on Ohioans.” Hetitwed,




Governor Strickland also explained that GeneraldRee Fund tax receipts declined by $2.3
billion in fiscal year 2009, or 12% as comparedh® previous fiscal year — the worst decline in
state revenue in at least 50 years. General reviaxxes available to the State of Ohio will be
lower in this biennium than they were seven yearfiex, impacting our ability to maintain the
services and operations of state government theta@b have come to expect.

Keeping this in mind, the budget does prioritiz&exely limited resources toward critical
health and safety services to provide for the gtgiossible number of vulnerable Ohioans
during this difficult time.

Specific budget information pertaining to the deyshental disabilities community, and the
ODMRDD in general, indicates that, while there @nallenges in meeting the needs of more
than 80,000 individuals with developmental disaiedi and their families with reduced funding,
the Administration allowed needed funding for sdteg programs and services.

Budget items of note include:
As a result of the American Recovery and ReinvestrAet (ARRA), Medicaid
programs are receiving enhanced federal reimbunsetheugh December 2010. This
decreased the reliance on General Revenue Funds) f[GRhose programs, which in
turn caused the appearance of a decrease fromhyema2009 levels -- however the
same number of services can be supplied at a Istaty match Example: The state
match for the waivers funded by the Martin Settleaeas reduced by the offsetting
amount of federal reimbursement, but will contitug@ay for 1,500 waivers.
Subsidies paid to County Boards increased 12% thanfiscal year 2009 level after
reductions, but is significantly lower than whatsagaid in fiscal year 2008.
New language was included in the bill and a new @Rd-item was created for state-
operated Developmental Centers to begin payind@R&R franchise fee. The payment
of this fee will allow the Department to begin reeg additional federal reimbursement
in fiscal year 2012.
The Central Office GRF line item was reduced by X&8m the fiscal year 2009 level
after reductions. This represents a 52% redudtaon 2008 GRF apropriation level. The
Department is in the midst of restructuring cer@ieas in an effort to gain administrative
efficiencies.
The line item that supplies a portion of the paytrierAdvocacy and Protective Services
Inc. (APSI) for guardianship services was reducgd9o.

According to Ohio Association of County Boards oRMD Director, Dan Ohler,
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He adds, “It is clear that the efforts of Direckdartin and other stakeholders to work together
with members of the 128th General Assembly andhthainistration were helpful in limiting
the loss of funds for developmental disabilities/ges."



In reviewing the budget allocation, ODMRDD Directhohn Martin, noted,
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As noted in the July 16 edition dSA Today,Chicago’s iconic Sears Tower has been renamed
the Willis Tower as part of a deal struck by WiBsoup Holdings, an insurance brokerage,
when it leased 150,000 sg. ft. in the famous skpser The article noted, “Chicagoans take
their architecture and their history seriously, andme changes are often met with resistance
here — or just ignored. For example, many Chicagostill call the Macy’s store on State Street,
Marshall Field’'s,even though that change took place in 2006. Onea@ban was asked, ‘How
long will it take for the new (Tower) name to tdladd?’ His response, ‘Only the gods know.’”

On October 5, ninety days following Governor TedcBtand’s July 7 signing of Senate Bill 79,
the Ohio Department of Mental Retardation and Dewalental Disabilities legally will become
the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities.

The many self advocates who worked so hard to tetfiecname change can be hopeful that they
will hear the word ‘retardation’ -- and its variant a lot less often. We are energized by their
work and applaud them for their tenacity. Plussle@nges go, we're pretty sure that Ohioans are
more flexible than those crusty Chicagoans and tBears Tower’. (Th&ipelineeditor is a

native Chicagoan, and attests to this as fact.)
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Also on the positive side, ‘Ohio Department of Diepenental Disabilities’ has only five words
instead of the current eight, so it will be mokeely that people will choose to use the words
more often, rather than the acronym. And, jushasQhio Department of Administrative
Services (DAS) routinely does not use the ‘O’ ihi@ as part of their acronym, we have
streamlined ours, as well.



The fiscal impact of the name change at the séae Will be minimized by using existing
printed materials to depletion throughout the agerin addition, there is little signage at
Central Office to be modified. As regards our cgpace identifiers, we are researching an
available replacement ‘domain name’ (address irersface) fowww.mrdd.ohio.govthat does
not contain ‘MR’. Replacement email addressesathdr electronic identifiers also will be
researched.

Fortunately, at nine of the ten Department-oper&tegelopmental Centers there are few
references to ‘ODMRDD’ (or the words the acronymresents) as most signage carries only the
name of the Developmental Center. Columbus Dewedoypial Center, however, is home to an
ODMRDD Administration Building, and staff will be aking needed changes to building
signage in anticipation of the October 5 date. okding to Ginnie Whisman, Deputy Director

for Developmental Centers,
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The signing of SB 79 also drops the words ‘mergtdndation and’ from the names of all 88
County Boards of Mental Retardation and Developrilddisabilities. Several county boards

had already officially changed their organization&mne prior to the signing of the bill.
Representatives from those counties note thatidu®é change process’ is one to be approached
with overall continuity in mind, while being mindfaf the dollars available to accomplish the
changes.

One communications director noted, “We’re not thirpout a bunch of envelopes and business
cards — we're just using up what we have and themding in the new as we go along.”

The law included an amendment that allows Countgr@® of Developmental Disabilities to use
to depletion all of their existing brochures, ldttead, envelopes and other printed supplies to
eliminate any waste of materials that already Hseen purchased. If the electronic networking
groups frequented by members of the developmerdgabiities community are any indication,
local County Boards and related agencies are geapnstatewide, to make the needed changes.
County boards with larger fleets of buses and s¢\eildings will have more signage
requirements and related fiscal concerns than simealler agency counterparts.

It is also important to note that, in counties vehBlovember levies are on the ballot, the issue’s
ballot language will need to be both descriptivd kegally correct.
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Guidance on managing a name change and relategctaibpan be found througbhio Public
Images (OPIl)a statewide volunteer information and advocaggaoization promoting positive
perceptions of people with developmental disabsitiThis month, their website at
http://publicimagesnetwork.or¢yas begun carrying informational materials with theme
“Disable the Label” that can be used by County Beand other organizations that have a
similar mission. The campaign, availabiee for download, includes artwork, suggested low
cost public awareness activities, sample newsseteand public service announcements



Follow this link!
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At Family Advisory Council (FAC) meetings, it's about listening to what people have to say.
Here is a sampling of what we heard duringRleeple Firstpresentation at the FAC meeting on
July 14 at Columbus Developmental Center:
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John Hannah, self advocate from Champaign Courdyarmgtime member and officer Beople
First of Ohig was discussing the kinds of issues they talk it self advocates across the
state. “Sometimes it’'s as simple as learning toatlyave to make appropriate choices depending
on where you are. We don’t back off of importambjects like choices. Sometimes it's a matter
of the words you choose to use. We even talk abenit It's an important subject, and we don’t
shy away from it when people have questions.”

Matching John’s always-enthusiastic attitude, aelfocate an@eople Firstmember Mike
Groleauaddressed the FAC crowd and stated, “On April 4 yieiar | attended a legislative rally
at the Statehouse and | told people what was irapbtd me. | told them that, “You have to feel
good about yourself, and that includes basic thihgsare important to everybody!” Mike went
on to say that one of the many things that somelpdake for granted is having the right clothes
to wear for an opportunity like speaking at thet&tause. We can see below that, indeed, Mike
looked very sharp for the event, and set an exttetieample just by being himself.




Several othePeople First of Ohianembers spoke up, adding their stories to the amal,Sadie
Hunter, president of the organization, focused@mmunity inclusion. She noted,
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Deanna Hasty also addressed the group, portrayengharacter ‘Dorothy’ ifhe Wizard of Oz,
and had a true life story to match. Not only hasuiha weathered a few real storms in her
personal life and is writing a book about them, $h& encourages everyone to ‘follow the
yellow brick road’ to their local Department of Jabd Family Services and sign up for needed
services. “Some stories turn out better than sthshe noted.
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In addition to thé?eople Firstpresentation, Family Advisory Council hosted Kirariica, Ohio
Department of Job and Family Services (DJFS) whivess$ed the subject of, “What Services
are covered by your Ohio Medicaid medical card?t ABecky Phillips, ODMRDD Rules



Administrator, discussed the proposed rules folo@HPreadmission Screening and Resident
Review (PASRR) program.

For more information about Family Advisory Counasit
http://mrdd.ohio.gov.oh.us/families/familyadvochta or contact Peggy Martin at
peggy.martin@dmr.state.oh.us
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Pilot projects with short timeframes may be the teago in certain situations before jumping into@w
endeavor. Here's one going on right now.

Huron County’s Norwalk-area businesses, includesgaurants and bars, will benefit from a
recycling pilot program as Christie Lane Industrizsot-for-profit company that provides
training and work for about 120 individuals withveéopmental disabilities, will be picking up
their glass refuse -- free. The pilot program rimeughout the month of July.
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John Schwartz, director of Adult Programs and Raslat the Huron County Board of MRDD,
explained,
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A portion of the glass will be used as materialtfae Christie Lane CIiTILE operation, and the
rest will be separated by color, crushed, and spistrategic Materials in Cleveland, a company
that provides recycled glass to Owens Corning ({@ldor use in building insulation products.

Owens Corning is one of the largest users of reclyglass in the world, and works regionally to
locate sources of glass, saving landfill spacehw&etz explains,
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Currently, Christie Lane Industries’ overall reapd efforts collect cardboard, newspaper, office
paper, steel and aluminum cans, and plastic batlascost of $10 per pick-up.

According to John Schwartz, “Essentially, we wékeshow much recycled glass we can collect
and send to Cleveland. If the numbers work, andavemake it at least a break-even
proposition, we’ll get after it."

Schwartz adds that the environment-friendly ‘greennection’ in Huron and surrounding
counties has yielded several additional possiediind outlets for recycled materials including
glass, and the only drawback may be that a lartieation of glass bottles formerly containing
beer ‘does not really smell that good.” That isasele, he continues,
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Contact John Schwartz at Christie Lane Industr{é39) 668-8840. Acknowledgements to Robin Yokum
for information contained herein.
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While financial resources seem to be dwindling gwéiere, there is one new funding option
that, according to the Ohio Department of Educat@DE), will allow local and community or
charter schools to deliver Medicaid services (@gthbhool) — an option that has not been
available for some time. The program is calledMelicaid Schools Program, or MSP.

Through this program, schools also have the optlopugh contracts, to work with agencies such as
County Boards of Developmental Disabilities and &dional Service Centers (ESCs) to deliver these
services. Those in the educational system maym#graethe Community Alterative Funding System,
otherwise known as CAFS. This program, which endetD05, allowed for a number of therapy
services to be delivered to people with developadathsabilities. The program ended for several
reasons, including difficulty in determining semicosts, unclear fiscal controls, and limitatioasaa
who could receive services.

Learning from these past programmatic issues, O&Fworked with local, state, and federal partners
to develop a way to deliver needed therapy and atteelically-related services in the school setting
under Medicaid once again.
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The program gives schools the ability to cover ¢éhaedically-necessary services to children, and
receive Medicaid funding to cover them. While naliidnal services are available to students with
the MSP, it does give the school district the opyaty to bill Medicaid for a portion of the cosié
this service delivery at a time when their resosi@e shrinking.
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Also important is that administrative activitiesated to these services are reimbursable — for
example, students would not see reductions in plyerene to complete related paperwork -- both the
therapy and the paperwork time are reimbursed.

For a student (age 3-21) to receive services funaeér the MSP, there are no application forms to
complete. If the school is an MSP provider (andertban 400 currently are), and the student is
Medicaid eligible with an Individual Educaiton PIAEP), the student should be able to have services
reimbursed through this program if their servicesiadicated on an IEP.

MSP services do not directly impact other Medicdvices outside the school setting. Whether a
student is using the Medicaid State Plan cards enrolled in a Medicaid Managed Care plan, there
will not be an impact on services received outdideschool setting, nor is there any financial
obligation such as a spend-down or patient ligbdreated by accessing these services.

To find out more about the Medicaid Services Prograisit the ODE web page atvw.ode.state.oh.wend
type in the word “Medicaid” in the Search tool . Fquestions about MSP, email
schoolmedicaid@ode.state.oh.us
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Ohio Adult Sibling Conference (the “SIBS” confereforganizers have announced that event
information, including the conference brochure agdnda, are now available on their website at
www.ohiosibs.com It is the Ninth Annual Ohio Adult Sibling Contarce, and will be

November 6-7 2009, in Columbus. More informatiafi lbe shared as the event draws nearer.
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The terms 'mental retardation' and 'developmerigabdity’ are a part of current clinically-accegpte
terminology. Usage of this terminology in ODMRDDighigations is in no way intended to restrict or
label any individuals based on their particulaatibty. Changes to accepted terminology are infagsl
by many factors, including research, acceptedadirdefinitions, and usage/social acceptance. tden
retardation’ is one of many developmental disabdjtand the usage of the term will be gradualty an
appropriately phased out in ODMRDD publications velver feasible. Currently, in the interest of
communicating clearly and respectfully, the usagth® term 'retardation’ may be seen in ODMRDD

publications, and is never intended as negativggsla
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ODMRDD's toll-free hotline number to report abussgtect and other MUI's i$-866-313-MRDD
(6733). Please note that MUIs are to be reported todtal ICounty Board of MRDD, however, it is
understood that there may be times an individtaff member, or family member may feel it is a diotf
-- or that, potentially, a County Board may be ifved in the allegation. In those instances impaortant
to remember that the hotline number exists, anad e used for reporting concerns in these sitoatio

Pipelineis an electronic publication of the Ohio Departtn@iMental Retardation and Developmental Disalbiit
(ODMRDD), distributed approximately twice monthty tpdate and inform readers of timely, relevantiimfation
affecting MRDD stakeholders. Share your questiansosmments abowRipelineatfeedback@odmrdd.state.oh.us
or contact Sherry Steinmasherry.steinman@dmr.state.ol).phone (614) 644-0262.

ODMRDD values subscriber confidentiality and doesintentionally share subscriber addresses witieds.
However, in the event of a public records requisst, ODMRDD will comply with all applicable PublieBords
Laws. To subscribe to Pipelinsend an email tgoin-pipeline@odmrdd.state.oh.asd write SUBSCRIBE in the
subject lineTo discontinue your subscription to Pipelingite UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line. You alsoyma
read issues d?ipelineathttp://mrdd.ohio.gov/pipeline/odmrdd.htm
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